Prayer List

Pray for all those with ongoing health
ailments.

e Renee Cumberland (cancer)

e Ora Barrett
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Communion
Preparation

2025 preparation list is in foyer

Birthday / Anniversary

Donald Montgomery - 4th

Jill Carlberg - 14th

Will Parker - 30th

Chuck & Sonja Rowell - 11th
Corey & Calista Murphy - 18th

Men to Serve
Announcements - Shay Cooper

Scripture Reading - 2 Timothy 2:24 -
26

Lead Singing - Chuck Rowell

Head of Lord’s Table - Dwight
Callens

Assist on Lord’s Table - John Tidwell

Scripture Reading - Matthew 26:20 -
29

Closing Prayer - James Johnson
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WELCOME

We are a body of believers whose soul
intention is to glorify and serve the
Lord Jesus Christ, who is the head of
His church. Our desire is to reflect
that of our God--that all be saved.
Anyone who is willing to humble
himself before the mighty hand of
God can be saved.

SUNDAY
WEDNESDAY
Bible Study //
9:30 am Bible Study //
Worship Service // 7:00 pm
10:30 am

NORTHSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST
4217 Highway 39 N // Meridian, MS 39301
PHONE: (601)483-2726 WEB: www.nscocmeridian.com
Join us via live stream for our worship service!
Like our Facebook page!



SERMON NOTES

Foolish Disregard
By Gary Henry

To dismiss God from our decisions is a
most foolish thing to do. The reality of God
is the most massive truth we’ll ever
encounter, and the most consequential. It is
folly to omit this truth from our thinking, as
if we expected it to move out of our way.
Some individuals disregard God by
adopting the intellectual position that He
does not exist. These have thought the
matter through and come to the conclusion
that there is no God. In their conduct, they
may live as if there were a God and may
even adhere to a certain spirituality, but
their position, at least philosophically, is
that a personal God does not exist.
If God does exist, such a denial is obviously
unwise. But many of us disregard Him in a
way that is no less foolish. We do this when
we simply conduct our lives without taking
God into serious account. This is a more
practical kind of atheism. We pay lip service
to a God who “perhaps” exists, but we
believe that this God can be safely set aside
in the actual conduct of our day-to-day
affairs. He has no real impact on our lives.
In Psalm 14:1, it is this kind of “fool” who is
described. He says “There is no God” not so
much by his dubious philosophy, as by his
disobedient lifestyle.
There is a sense in which this kind of
atheism is more arrogant than any other. In
Psalm 10, for example, we are shown how
PRESUMPTUOUS it is to disregard God:
“The wicked in his proud countenance does
not seek God; God is in none of his
thoughts” (v.4). “He has said in his heart, ‘I
shall not be moved; I shall never be in
adversity’”” (v.6). “He has said in his heart,
‘God has forgotten; He hides His face; He
will never see” (v.11). “He has said in his
heart, ‘You will not require an account”
(v.13).
When we live in this manner, we trivialize
God in the most blasphemous way. Unlike
the atheist who believes there is no God to
be dealt with, we believe that we don’t
really have to deal with the God who does
exist. We think that, for all practical
purposes, He can be ignored. But if God is
our Creator, our disregard only shows us to
be foolish. It does nothing to diminish Him.

“Count It All Joy”
By Allen Malone

Most of us will suffer some kind of “thorn
in the flesh,” at least occasionally. As we
age, some of us will likely suffer more of
these “thorns,” at times experiencing more
than one simultaneously. We may be
startled by some of our involuntary
responses to these trials; surprised that we
would question God or be envious toward
those whose lives seem trouble-free. At the
very least, we may find ourselves lamenting
not being able to serve as we once did or,
worse still, regretting that we did not serve
more when we could have.
What we who are justified by faith need to
remember is that, instead of grieving as
those who have no hope, we can delight in
the Lord’s peace. Times of trial are times to
“rejoice in hope of the glory of God.” This
rejoicing is not just an in-spite-of-our-trials
joy, but an especially-in-trials experience.
“We also rejoice in our sufferings.”
God assures us that He will use our
hardships and struggles to search our
hearts, purify our faith, produce in us
perseverance and tested-character, and
equip us for greater usefulness, further
establishing our hope. By His sufficient
grace we can endure; not just hold-on-for-
dear-life or merely cope, but be matured
and perfected, transformed by God for
greater purity, usefulness, and nearness to
Him. Times of trial are opportunities to
experience the Lord’s ever-sufficient grace
and the love the Spirit sheds abroad in our
hearts. We discover that our greatest trials,
particularly the ones human-wisdom
cannot explain or solve, don’t just highlight
our weakness; they spotlight His strength.
They are opportunities to better know the
power God has for us who believe.
Whether or not “we will understand it
better by and by” (as we sometimes sing),
like Job, we can come out on the other side
knowing both the Lord and ourselves better
(Job 42:5-6). And as we exalt the Lord in
our hearts and keep a good conscience even
in the face of adversity and inequity, we
may well find that we come to possess the
saving influence we've long desired. When
that time comes may we be ready to give an
answer to everyone who asks a reason for
the hope that is in us.
What revelation tells us, experience affirms
— God is faithful, and He will do it! Let us,
therefore, “count it all joy.”



